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WARNING:  Read and understand all instructions in this manual. Use 

appropriate personal safety equipment including hearing and eye protections 

when using the scanner in or near the vehicle engine compartment. Failure 

to comply can result in accidents involving ýre, electrical shock, or serious 

personal injury.

Electrical

Å Do not allow anything to rest on the cable assembly. Do not allow the  

 cable assembly to be pinched. Keep the cable assembly away from contact  

 with heat, oil, sharp edges, or moving parts. Replace damaged cables  

 immediately. Damaged cables increases the risk of electrical shock.

Å To reduce the risk of electrical shock do not disassemble the Code Scout.  

 There are no user repairable components inside the unit.

Å Please dispose of used batteries properly. Do not incinerate batteries.  

 Consult your local waste authority for information regarding available  

 recycling and/or disposal options.

Use and Care

Å Stay alert, pay attention to what you are doing, and use common sense  

 when operating the CodeScout. Several operational tests require the engine  

 in the vehicle to be running during testing.  Keep all children and visitors a  

 safe distance from the work area.

Å Keep the CodeScout dry, clean, and free from oil and grease.  Use a mild  

 detergent on a clean cloth to wipe the outside off, when necessary.

Å Only use accessories that are recommended by AutoXray.

Service

Service must only be performed by AutoXray repair personnel. Service or 

repair by unqualiýed personnel may result in injury, damage to the unit, and 

may void your warranty. Refer to the Product warranty Policy section of this 

manual.
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Your Code Scout will:
Å Read the codes off of your engineôs OBD-II computer (all 1996 and 
 newer vehicles).
Å Provide on-screen deýnitions of generic and manufacturer speciýc 
 OBD-II codes.
Å Provide readiness test status for emissions testing.
Å Reset the Check Engine Light.
Å Support multiple trouble code requests: current codes, pending codes and 
 freeze code.

AutoXray has made sure your new CodeScout is computer safe. It WILL NOT 
accidentally deploy airbags, change transmission gears, affect ABS brake 
performance, or ýre injectors and ignition systems.

The purpose of this manual is to guide you in successfully using the AutoXray 
CodeScout. This is not a repair manual for your vehicle. For speciýc 
information on troubleshooting issues with your vehicle, please refer to the 
ownerôs manual or various other repair manuals ï including the AutoXray 
CodeTrack.

1. Install new batteries: The CodeScout 
is powered by 4 AAA batteries. Before 
the code reader is used the ýrst time, you 
need to install batteries in the unit. Make 
sure the batteries are put in according to 
the diagram on the back of the battery 
compartment.

  
 1a. If the low battery icon becomes visible, the batteries need to be  
 replaced.Replace all four batteries to avoid unit malfunction. When it is  
 time to change the batteries, the Data Holder Feature will save all data if  
 fresh batteries are installed immediately after removing the old ones.

CAUTION:  Leaving used or dead batteries in the CodeScout beyond the 
battery date may result in damage to the unit
  
 1b. As long as good batteries are in the scanner, the vehicle engine  
 conýguration and data will remain in the code readerôs memory, even after  
 the unit is powered off.

2. Adjust the display contrast: If desired, the contrast on your CodeScout can 
 be adjusted for easier viewing under different lighting conditions.  Note, if 
 the code reader is left in direct sunlight the display can turn completely 
 black. Should this happen, put the CodeScout in a cool dark place for 
 approximately 10 to 15 minutes. The display should return to normal.
  a. To adjust the contrast of the screens, power the unit on.
  b. Press the ñMenuò key, arrow down to ñadjust contrastò, press enter.
  c. Arrow up or down for more or less contrast, press enter when ýnished.

3. Connect the CodeScout to your vehicle: The CodeScout communicates  
 with the computer in your vehicle through a special connection cable.   
 



The cable is plugged into a connector on the bottom of the CodeScout and 
into a computer interface port on your vehicle.
 a. Each vehicle manufacturer has itôs own speciýc computer connection 
  location. However, on all OBD-II vehicles, the port is usually located 
  under the drivers side of the dashboard and within two feet of the 
  steering column.  For additional connection location information, 
  including the ñOBD connector locations databaseò, please look at the 
  Customer Support section of the AutoXray website (www.autoxray.com).
 b. Make sure that all pins are straight and the connecting surfaces  
  are free of oils, grease and moisture. 
 c. Push the CodeScout cable into the vehicle port ýrmly.
  d. Insert the CodeScout cable into the bottom of the code reader.

1. Power the CodeScout on. 
    Make sure the vehicle is connected.

2. Turn the vehicle ignition key to ON or start the engine.
3. Press the ñREADò button.

4. The Information Summary screen will  
 show if the read was successful.
5. The Read Error screen will show if the
 read was not successful. If this 
 happens, please refer to the 
 Troubleshooting section of this manual.

Before you start: Your vehicle must be read before viewing the data.

The CodeScout does not need to be connected to the vehicle to view the 
data. The vehicle data will remain in the memory until a vehicle is read again. 
This allows you to review the data at a later time, or to use EZ-PC to load the 
data into a computer.

What is a trouble code? When the OBD system determines that a problem 
exists, a corresponding trouble code is stored in the computerôs memory 
and triggers the MIL light. These codes help to identify the problem with the 
vehicle.

1. The Information Summary screen will tell you if the Check Engine light  
 is on, the number of trouble codes and how many readiness tests are  
 completed.  
2. Arrow to the right to view the codes.



WARNING: Once you clear the readiness 
test monitors, it may take several days of 
driving for those to complete again.
1. Power the CodeScout on. Make sure 
 the vehicle is connected.

2. Turn the vehicle ignition key to ON or start the engine.
3. Press CLEAR.
4. Read the conýrm screen and press ENTER to clear the codes.
5. Once the codes are clear, you will be taken back to the ñVehicle   
 Connectedò screen. The ñClear Errorò screen will display if it was unable  
 to clear the codes.

What to do if the CodeScout is unable to read or clear:
1. Make sure the vehicle ignition key is in the full ON position.
2. Make sure the diagnostic connector is clean.
3. Make sure the cable connectors are pushed in ýrmly.
4. Make sure the pins in the connectors are not bent and are
 making contact.
5. Try wiggling the connector during the attempted read.

How to reset the CodeScout:
1. Power the CodeScout on.
2. Open the battery compartment and remove one battery.
3. Hold down POWER for 30 seconds.
4. Put the battery back in, and power on.

NOTE:  These steps will reset the CodeScout. If your problem persists 
 please contact AutoXray technical support.

Manufacturer Speciýc codes: If the trouble code description says ñThe vehicle 
type is required to display the code description. ENTER selects vehicleò, there 
is a manufacturer speciýc trouble code present and some conýguration is 
necessary.  

1. Press ENTER to continue.
2. Arrow down through the list and select vehicle type. If vehicle type is not  
 listed, select ñNot In Listò.
3. Continue viewing codes by pressing the right/left arrows.

What is emissions readiness? Readiness monitors are indicators used to 
ýnd out if emissions components have been evaluated. In other words, if all 
monitors are set to ready, the emission components have been tested. In 
some cases, complex driving patterns need to be followed to complete these 
monitors.

1. To view the emissions readiness test data press the ñMENUò key.
2. Arrow down to ñEmissions Readinessò, press ENTER
3. Use the up and down arrows to scroll through the list of supported  
 monitors.
4. There will be a check mark next to Readiness Monitors that have been  
 completed.

Before you start: Clearing trouble codes will remove any trouble codes from 
the vehicles computer as well as resetting readiness monitors.  You can use 
this feature to make sure vehicle repairs were done correctly by doing a new 
read after clearing the codes.



ORDER INFORMATION
Replacement and optional parts can be ordered directly from your SPX 
authorized tool supplier. Your order should include the following information: 
quantity; part number; and item description.

UPGRADE INFORMATION
For information on manufacturer updates, how to upgrade your CodeScout 
and how to make your CodeScout PC compatabile please visit us at 
www.autoxray.com or call us at 800-228-7667.

REPAIR SERVICE
Send your SPX electronic product freight prepaid and include the following 
information:
Å Company name
Å Contact name
Å Telephone number
Å Description of the problem
Å Proof-of-purchase for warranty repairs
Å Preferred method of payment for non-warranty repairs

Payment can be made with Visa, Master Card, American Express, check or 
money order, or with approved credit terms. To receive a credit application, 
please fax your request to the Credit Department at 800-898-1636.
Send the unit to:
SPX Service Solutions
15825 Industrial Parkway, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44135

RGA: AutoXray Repair Dept 

US Patent# 5,916,286. All software copywrited by AutoXray, Inc.
É 1995-2005 all rights reserved

SPX Corporation Limited Warranty

THIS WARRANTY IS EXPRESSLY LIMITED TO ORIGINAL RETAIL 
BUYERS OF SPX ELECTRONIC DIAGNOSTIC TOOLS (ñUNITSò).

SPX Units are warranted against defects in materials and workmanship for 
one year (12 months) from date of delivery. This warranty does not cover 
any Unit that has been abused, altered, used for a purpose other than that 
for which it was intended, or used in a manner inconsistent with instructions 
regarding use. The sole and exclusive remedy for any Unit found to be 
defective is repair or replacement, at the option of SPX. In no event shall 
SPX be liable for any direct, indirect, special, incidental or consequential 
damages (including lost proýt) whether based on warranty, contract, tort or 
any other legal theory. The existence of a defect shall be determined by SPX 
in accordance with procedures established by SPX. No one is authorized to 
make any statement or representation altering the terms of this warranty.

DISCLAIMER
THE ABOVE WARRANTY IS IN LIEU OF ANY OTHER WARRANTY, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF 
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

SOFTWARE
Unit software is proprietary, conýdential information protected under copyright 
law. Users have no right in or title to Unit software other than a limited right 
of use revocable by SPX. Unit software may not be transferred or disclosed 
without the written consent of SPX. Unit software may not be copied except in 
ordinary backup procedures.

TECHNICAL SERVICE
If you have any questions on the operation of the product, please call (800) 
228-7667.


